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| Original Letters, 


Which Paſs'd between 


70 N, HALL of Monk- 


Heſleden in the County of Durham, 
1 Eminent Quaker Teacher, 


A N D 


| 7 T7 LIAMWALKER 

. of. Eaft-Thiekley in the ſame County, 
"Farmer, whoſe Wife had the Misfor- 
"me to be {educ'd to Ouakeriſm. 


W 


NEWCASTLE upon TYNE, 
Printed and Sold by JoHN WRITE, 1725. 
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25 'T may be ex peSied, 1 10 lag. gien 
5 ſome 2 for this Boldneſs 
in appearing. in Print, and I 
bhbope the Reaſons 1 bad _ 
W [ficient excuſe me. 

The Occaſion of.my wr iting theſe Letts 
was this, My Wife had the Misfortune. to 
be ſeduced to Quakeriſm, which troubled 
mine very much, and occaſioned my reading 
JF thoſe Books of Controverſie that I could 
get from them, to. ſee if there was that 
Strength of Reaſ on which might induce any. 
to * wn them; but, after all my Search, 
I could ſee nothing fit to move any ſerious 
Ferſon that underſtands the Scriptures, and 
is willing to be determined by them. 


that Purpoſe, ſometimes, when I was in 
A 2 their 


This made me bold to expreſs myſelf to 
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being conſider' d, I declind the Occaſion. 


C49 ; 
their Company; and particularly at the Fu- 
eral of one John Walton a Quaker, I 
was then told, If I would apply to Fohn 
Hall, he would ſatisfie me. I re 11-1 
ſelf willing to talk with him or any other. 
As we came from the Burial, my Wife cal- 
led to ſee the Family of the ray « | and, F 
ef ter ſometime, I came to take her Home. 
The then Maſter of the Houſe, my Wife, and 
ſome others, deſired me to alight, which I'Y 
complied with, and John Hall being there, 
we had ſome general Diſcourſe, which might i 
bawe been an Introcluction to particular 
Points ; but the T ime of Night, and the Houſe i 


of Mourning, and none but Quakers to hear, 


As we came Home, my Wife asked me, 
Why I did not begin ſome Diſpute with 
John Hall? I gawe the fore-mentioned Rea- 
ſons, but told her, I would write to him, 
and then our Letters might be produced for 
end againſt us, and could not be miſrepre- 
ſented, as verbal Controverſie frequently 
was. She was ſatisfied, and accordingly * 
carried the firſt Letter to John Hall her- 
ſelf, after ſhe had read it, from thence they 
were continued to the Length you ſee. 

| Now, 


| 


1 
Now, as to the Printing them, I ſhew'd 
ahem to ſome Friends, but deſigued no more, 
$$7til the Quakers openly braved my Friends 
bat had ſpoke for Printing them, That we 
Nurſt not; for, if I did, myſelf, and all 
my Friends, might be aſhamed to have the 
orld ſee the Strength of my Antagoniſt's 
rguments, and the Weaknels of mine. 
here bath been likewiſe a Report in the 
*ZNeighbourhood, I hat I was turn'd Qua- 
ker, convinced, as they judg'd by John 
W Halls Reaſons. T his, and the Deſire of 
Wy Friends, prevailed upon me to expoſe 
Wthen to the Publick, that others may judge, 
who hath the moſt Reaſon and Scripture to 
Mufti fie him. 
= And indeed when it is conſidered, T hat 
be, for many Tears, hath been a noted Tea- 


= 7 : 
geber amongſt them, and ſaid to be Killed 
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in the Greek and Latin Tongues, to which 
I! am an utter Stranger; nor ever thought 
of appearing in Publick, if my Neceſſity had 
/ 'S not forced me to meddle in this Caſe. I 
bope neither myſelf, or my Friends, need 
to be aſbamed of this Performance, | 
= 7 ſaid by fome of them, That I was 
aſſiſted by our Miniſters ; which I deny, 


and 


69 


| 
| and ſeriouſly declare, That neither they, nor 
| any one elſe, ever made me the leaſt Aſſiſt- 
| ance, further than defiring a Friend to cor- 
rect the Spelling, in which ] did not think 
| myſelf qualified, having had little Learn- 
; ing, and ſmall Experience in theſe Matters. 
Now, if John Hall think I have. done 
j him any Injury in this, he bath all my Let- 
ters (except two he ſent back) and, I 
doubt not, the Copies of his own, and I 
hade the ſame, ſo that he may ſoon expoſe | 
me, if I have T 
But as I have done him the utmoſt u- 
| ſtice, and have not the leaſt ill Will to him, 
or any other of the Se&, further than a 
| Diſlike of their Opinions, I expect the like 
Return from them. If any do receive any 
Benefit by theſe Papers I ſhall be glad, if 
they be diſliked I ſhall be content, for I de- 
fire no greater Advantage by them, than 
that GOD, in his good Time, would make | 
them a Means to ſatisfie my W ife, which 
is the principal Aim of 


W. WALKER. 
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af OF 8 O ME 
Original Letters, Oc. 


if 7OHN, 
RR=222 0 SUPPOSE my Wife expected 


I we ſhould have entered into Diſ- 
if pute, about our Opinions, that 
. Night your Brother Walton was 
5 D buried, but I thought it net- 

ede ther a fit Time nor Place for 
ee þ gat Purp 


oſe: Now being delirous to do what 

ch zod will enable me towards her Satisfaction, I 

pe you will not take this Way amiſs, but 

All anſwer me as fairly as Ipropoſe, and not 

- Afcavour to fix her in Errour, leaſt you be 
R. artaker of her Sin. 

Providence placed her in a Church which 

oin'd no ſinful Terms of Communion, 7 

Wh... Ore 


43 
fore ſhe 1s obliged, in Conſcience, to communi- * 
cate with the Church of England, as by Lau 
eſtabliſh'd: (plead not the Foleration, for that 


9 


remits but the Civil Puniſiment: ) I defire you 
to ſhew the Particulars from the Scrigture 0 | 
where our Church commands any Thing to 
our Faith, or Practice, that God hath forbid- 
den, or forbids us any Thing that God hath 
commanded : If you ſhew that, you do ſome- | 
thing to Satisfaction; but the Pretence of being 
convinced in their own Minds, and acting ac- 
cording to their Conſcience, will not do for 

Conſcience is tycd to Rule, which Rule is the 
Scripture, which we muſt be judged by, Ron. 
il. 16. In the Day when God ſhall judge 15 S. 

crets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, according T6 mi. 
Goſpel. For if it be not guided by that Rule 

it is not Conſcience, but Opinion, or Perſwaſi- 
on, or ſome Thing worſe, and may be uſed fo 
a Pretence in the greateſt of Villanies. I fully 
acknowledge we all ought to obey God befor: if 
Man; but we muſt likewiſe obey Man foi 
God's Sake, both in Church and State: Roni 
xiii. 1. Let every Soul be ſubje& unto the hight 
Powers : For there is no Power but of God; tl 
Powers that be, are ordained of God. Titus 11! 
1. Put them in Mind to be ſubjeft to Principal: 
ries and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be read 
ro every good Work. 1 Pet. Ii. 13. Submit you 
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Sale; whether it be to the King, as ſupreme: 
And in the Church, Heb. xiii. 17. Obey the 
that have the Rule over you, and fubmit *. 


Des 
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felves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord , 
/ 
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5 1 EF 1 , 

- ſelves; for they watch for your Souls, as the 

that 5705 K 6] That they may do 4 
t with Foy, and not with Grief, for that is unpro- 
u table for you. Phil. ii. 29. Receive him there- 
> [TX fore in the Lord with all Gladneſs, and hold ſuch 
in Reputation. 2 Cor. ii. 9. For to this End al- 
|. RF ſo did 1 write, that I might know the Proof of 
hon, whether ye be obedient in all Things. Now 
- their Authority here is in Things, in their 
g own Nature, indifferent; which are, what are 
neither commanded nor forbidden by God: 
And they that do not obey them in theſe, are 
e anſwerable for the Breach of God's Commands. 
LNow what I defire of you is, to ſhew how my 
Wife could break through all this, and be guilt- 
less; but, to aggravate her Crime, ſhe hath diſ- 
: i obey 'd my lawful Commands, and ſet at naught 
„my Counſel, by whom ſhe was to be adviſed in 
x all that was not ſinful, both by the Laws of 
God and Man, 1 Cr. xiv. 34, 35. Let your Mo- 
nen keep Silence in the Churches: For it is not per- 
x 8 mitted unto them to ſpeak ,, but they are comman- 
died to be under Obedience, as alſo ſaith the Law, 

„Aid if they will learn any Thing, let them aſk their 
Hisbands at Home + For it is a Shame for Women 
i 72 ſpeak in the Church. 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. Let 
bre Women learn in Silence, with all Subjefion. 
Bu I ſuffer not a Woman to teach, nor to uſurp 
Authority over the Man, but to be in Silence, Eph. 

1 v. 22, 23, 24. Wives ſubmit your ſelves unto your 
n Husbands, as unto the Lord, For the Hes 
Land is the Head of the Wife, even as Chriſt is the 
Head of the Church: And be is the Saviour of the 
MM - B Body 
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Cbriſt, fo let the Wives be to their own Husbands, 
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Body. Therefore as the Church is ſubject unto 


ae 


in every Thing, Numb. xxx. 6, 7, 8, 12. And 
if fe had at all an Husband when ſhe vowed, or | 
uttered ought out of her Lips, wherewith ſhe bound ? 
her Soul; and her Husband heard it, and beld his | 
Peace at her in the Day that he heard it: Then 
her Vows ſhall ſtand, and her Bonds wherewith ſhe 
bound her Soul, ſhall ſtand. But if her Husband | 
diſallow her on the Day that he heard it; then he 
ſhall make her Vow which ſhe vowed, and that which 
ſhe uttered with her Lips, wherewitb ſhe bound her | 
Soul, of none Effect: And the Lord ſhall forgive 
her. But if her Husband hath utterly made them | 
void on the Day he heard them; then whatſoever 
proceeded out of her Lips concerning her Vows, or ® 
concerning the Bond of her Soul, —_ not ſtand: 
Her Husband hath made them void, and the Lord | 
ſhall forgive her. I ſhall not enumerate the evil 
Conſequence of her Separation, he that puts 
himſelf in my Ciſe, and judges by that golden 
Rule of our Saviour's, Do to all Men as you would 
they ſhould do unto vou; I am ſure will think, I 
have Reaſon to be uneaſie. Your Anſwer to this 
will oblige your Friend, who hath no perſonal 
Diſlike to you, but withes, That you, and all 
Men, may fee their Error, and have the Grace 
of Repentance, and then our Saviour's Mercy 1s 
infinite to pardon, which 1s the Prayer of 
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WM. WALKER, 


May the 24th 
1723. 


Shildon, 
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. ILAS 
DOPE 
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N. ELLLELAIELAL 
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Shildon, 27 D. Mo. 3. 1723. 


LOVING FRIEND, 


HE meeting with thy Paper here laſ! 
Night, hath prevented my giving thee 
a Viſit at thine own Houſe, which I 
Fully intended in my Return, and ſince 
4 it is what moſtly relates to thy Wife , 
Hall take Notice of thine Aſſertion, viz. That Pro- 
T vidence has placed her in a Church which enjoyn'd 
uo /mful Terms of Communion, I could never yet 
think that any Church which was eſtabliſhed by the 


: Laws of this, or any other Nation, has any Autho- 


* 


1 15 7iy from Chriſt to teach Doctrines to be obſerved, 
I hich be never commanded, ſince, according to 
8 Matth. xxvili. 20. Teaching them to obſerve all 
Things whatſoever I have commanded you, and 
1 1 lo, I am with you alway, even unto the End of 
[ Þ the World. Amen. His Promiſe to be with his 
s [8 Diſciples always to the End of the World, (and by 
1 8 Conſequence with all his Miniſters that ſhould after 
| Le called to that Work) was in their teaching the 
Nations, To obſerve all Things whatſocver he 
s It commanded them: And to this he has elſewhere 


added, In vain do they worſhip me, reaching for 

Doctrines the Commandments of Mer. 
| Now, hom far the teaching of People to ſprinkle 
Infants, with Godfathers, &c. and making Pro- 
miſes and Vows, which I never yet met with any 
| | en. 
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1 (or rather uncivil) Puniſhment for that which wa: ® 


| ment of Tythes (which that Church doth both teacl q 


(m2 ) J 
Member of that Church that ſo much as pretended % 
they could perform, is an Obſervation of the Com. 
mand of our bleſſed Saviour, I do propoſe to thy 
[ ſerious Conſideration. As alſo how far the Pay- 


| and exact) can agree with his Precept, certain) 
it cannot be in that to his Diſciples, Freely you 

have received, freely give. Neither in their ſuing, 

7 


nor forcing from ſuch as receive them not, concer. 
ning whom he commanded his Diſciples, To ſhake? 
the Duſt from off the Soles of their Feet, as 2 
Teſtimony againſt them; which they ſo under ſtood 
; by their Prattice at Iconium. With many more 
Things, which, for Brevity's Sake, ſhall now omit, © 
Thy Cantion about the Toleration was needleſi, 
tho I take it to be one of the greateſt Honours e 
the Engliſh Church, and an evident Token of he; 
further Reformation from the Cruelty that was for 
merly acted by her upon the Conſcientious, for net. 
Joyning with her. Which Cruelty was no Mark fv 
a true Chriſtian Church, but direfly the contrary, 
as alſo a Violation of that Rule, Of doing as we 
would be done by. And the remitting the civil, % 


never prov'd to be a Crime, is a condemning of thoſe \* 
wicked and unjuſt Laws, and a doing Fuſtice to the] 
Injured, that long lay under the Oppreſſion of them. 
I have always look'd upon the Act of Toleration tu |? 
be a Muzle upon thoſe Dogs (which John the Di- 
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vine obſerves, are without, and I may add, a 1 
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far without the true Church, as Perſecution is with. 
out Charity ) that would ſtill be biting the Sheep 
of Clr'/t, if they were not reſtrained by that Act. 


if 1 F 
| | And f ; 
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4 E 33-3 
ed Hnd I pray God to extirpate that Dog's Nature 
um. from among Men, that the Prophecy of Iſaiah 
thy way come to be fulfilled, The Wolf alſo hill dwoli 
2. Fith the Lamb. Wie are heartily thankful to Al- 
ach ighty God, and the Government we now live un- 
inly Wer, for the Liberty we enjoy tho' we never d fed 
ou E Toleration to do evil, and I am keartily {ory 
ing, that it is envied to us by any Bodv. Illy er 
er- would ſeem to intimate, as if I were guilty 9f 1. 
ake ing thy Wife into Error, I muſt tell thee it 45 
S a ever my Way to ſeek to proſelite any Body tot, 
0d 7 that Way, by the Strength of human Reaſon, or 
ore Argument of that Mind; I hope her Convictions are 
nit. intirely owing to the inward and ſpiritual Grice 
ſs, mentioned in your Catechiſm. And I would beg of 
7% hee in Love, to exerciſe no Authority over her, 
that thou haſt not a Right to, ſince Conſcience ought 
not to be conjirained; and I doubt not but that 
Grace that hath appeared to her, has taught her 
to prattiſe that Duty to thee as a Wife, Therefore 
„let God have the Sovereignity of ber Conſcience, for 
g unto him, and not unto thee, ſbe muſt be reſponſable 
For Matters that are purely intellectual, and relate 
only to another World, I never loved Controverſie, 
For Controverſie's Sake, but world rather ſtudy to 
be quiet, and to follow Peace with all Men, and 
Holineſs, without which no Man hall ever ſee 
God : Which, with hearty Deſire of thine and thy 
Wife's Welfare, is what now offers from 


Thy Loving Friend, 
| | JoEN HAILI. 
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an Anſwer to what I writ: I fully 
agree with you, that no Author1- 


to the Doctrine of Chriſt, or teach Commands 
contrary to Chriſt's; but that our Church doth 


teach any ſuch Thing, I {till want to ſee proved I 
by as plain Texts as you miſapply; for the | 


Scribes and Phariſees taught their Proſelites to 
diſobey the Fifth Commandment, as you may ſez 
in the 15th of St. Matthew, Verſes 3, 4, 5, 6. 
But he anfevered, and ſaid unto them, I hy do you 
alſo tranſgreſs the Commandment of God, by your 
Tradition? For God commanded, ſaying, Honour 
thy Father and Mother: And, he that curſeth Fa- 
ther or Mother, let him die the Death. But ye ſay, 
IV hoſoever ſhall ſay to his Father, or his Mother, it 
is aGift by whatſoever thou mighteſt be profited by 
me, and honour not his Father or his Mother, he ſhall 
be free. Thus bave ye made the Commandment of 


God, of none Effect by your Tradition. Now if you 


can 


) RECEIV'D your's of the 27th 


inſtant, but cannot allow it to be 


"we 
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ty can eſtabliſh a Church contrary 1 


I „ 

Fan ſhew where our Church doth the like, I 

mall not ſay you miſapply the Text. 

E Il will not take theſe Things upon Truſt, there- 
Fore give me a direct Anſwer by what Law of 

God the Things you complain of are made ſinful, 


1 . 
F 1 12 


and I ſhall believe it, but not for your ſaying ſo: 
F or Sin is not imputed where there is no Law, 
Nom. v. 13. For until the Law, Sin was in the 
Porld: But Sin is not imputed when there is na 
Law. Chap. iv. Ver. 15. Becauſe the Law work- 
eth Wrath: For where no Law is, there is no 
be Tranſgreſſion. I likewiſe defire your Anſwer to 
*Zthat of Authority, both in Church and State, 

2 whether you think they have any Authority or 
not, and confute the Reaſons and Proofs in my 
M {Firſt Paper, or acknowledge them right. 

I likewiſe defire your Definition of Conſci- 
ence, which you talk ſo much about, and whe- 
ther you will allow it to be tyed to Rule; which 

J Rule, I fay, is the Scriptures; if you can ſay 
& otherwiſe, pray prove it, that we may know 
what 1s meant by Conſcience, and not follow an 
airy Notion that may ſerve for a ſtalking Horſe 
to the Worſt of Deſigns. When you have an- 
{wered theſe, which is the Subſtance of my firſt 
Paper, I ſhall, by the divine Aſſiſtance, endea- 
vour to conſider and anſwer yours; but by the 
Way, if you mean Baptiſm by what you call 
Sprinkling, I deſire you to look into the Com- 
mon Prayer Book, and in the Rubrick to puh- 
a lick Baptiſm, you will find our Church en- 
joyns Dipping, or at the leaſt pouring Water 
on them, this I thought fit to fay, that you 

| may 
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may not accuſe our Church of what ſhe en joyns 


not. 
As to the Caution about the Toleration, I 


uſed it becauſe ſome of your Party miſtakes it 
to take off the Crime as well as the Puniſhment, 


which I think it doth not: And you acknow- 
ledge, that you do not defire a Toleration to do 
Evil, then I hope you think thoſe that diſobey 
Gods Laws deſerve none; you miſtake if you 
think I envy it, I have ſhewn the contrary by 
my treating of my Wife in her Separation, as 
you may know; therefore you might have ſpa- 
red your Advice, for I have not yet exerciſed 


that full Authority which I have proved due to 


me by the Laws of God and Map, but ſhall 
leave her to God's good Time, who I hope will 
let her ſee her Error. | 

What you ſay was never yet proved to be 2 
Crime (your Superiors might think in Conſci- 
ence was) as we may have further Opportunity 
to debate (when you have anſwered my Queſti- 
ons.) But I deſire you to confider who made 
theſe wicked and unjuſt Laws as you call them, 
who theſe muzled Dogs are you mean of; you 
know well the Church had no Power to make 
ſuch Laws, it was the King and Parliament, and 
conſider whether your Expreſſions be not a ſpeak- 
ing evil of the Rulers of the People: However 
the moſt of them are dead now and cannot bite, 
but have paſt their Audit, and it is better to let 
them alone; as for me, my Church orders me to 
keep my Tongue from evil ſpeaking, and I hope 
you will do ſo too, for ill Language rs 

| It t le, 
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ns little, ſo I defire that that, and perſonal Refle&i- 
ons may be forborn, for they will not amend an 
I ill Caſe, but may ſpoil a good one. You mi- 
it ſtake my Paper, I do not charge you with lead- 
it, ing my Wife into her Error, it was your Bro- 
v - ther Walton I charged with that, but I deſired of 
you not to endeavour to fix her in it, leaſt you 
ey 5 be Partaker of her Sin : As for Controverſies, I 
du with I had no Occaſion for them, but ſince it is 
>y I for my Wife's Satisfaction, for whom I would 
as think nothing I can do too much: I hope it 
a- may plead my Excuſe, but as to breaking Peace 
ed or Charity, theſe I have for all Men. And I 
to profeſs to write nothing but what I think the 
wy - Truth, and I heartily deſire the Happineſs of 


vou and all Men both here and hereafter, which 


Deſire I hope will abide with me whilſt I am 


2 
- Eaſt-Thickley, May W M. W ALK ER. 
y the laſt. 1723. 


* = 
. ͤ Sk 2 
0 — - 
a - 
— A _ 


— oY 


— — 


| 
* 
7 
1 
. i 
9 
4 
iN 
10 
4 


92 yarn 
+ . 


—- * 
m1 


—<S4 - 1 * * 8 
22 8 
— „ 


— 
— 


_ _ 3 " * — OY 
0 — 33 4 — — = - - - -w—_ 
: 4 &. o — 
— 
” - - ö 


———— 4 * 
| — 


5 —_— 
- 
EVICTS "0" I £266 
N . * - 
A _ 2 — — 
. Coat 44 — — _ - _ 


— Pe — 


— * 


—— 
— — — 


— — 2 
.. —.'ͤ..— 


— 


- —— 4 ec 
NDU1—ꝛꝛ——U  —W — — — ——_ 


—— — 21 l- — — — — —— — — — —— —— — 


_ = 
—ä—ñ —ͤ—b — — on 


— — 


—— ia fl — 2 — 


+ non. — 


_ 


Monk-Heſleden, 15 D. Mo. 4. 1723. 


Lovixc FRIEND, 


ved to receive none: if it was 4 
Fault in the Scribes and Phariſees 


to teach for Doctrines the Commandments of 


Men, can it be any other in thoſe that do the ſame 
Thing at this Time of Day? Which I have fully 
proved by their Practices, which thou wilt not ſee, 
and therefore puts me upon further Proof. 

Thou ſayſt, thou wilt not take Things upon truſt, 
but defires a direct Anſwer, by what Law of God 
the Things I complain M are made ſinful, and tells 
me Sin is not imputed where there is no Law, 


yet very honeſtly grants, that no Church hath Au- 


thority to teach Commands contrary to Chriſt's, 
and therefore I take the Commands of Chriſt to be 
her Law. Now if the Objeftions I have made be 

alſe, then the contrary will prove true, and the 
Caſe will ſtand thus; Chriſt commanded his Diſci- 
ples to ſprinkle Infants, and to get three Perſons to 
promiſe and vow that each of them, ſhould forſake 
the Devil and all his Works; Chriſt commanded 


his 


=| RECEIYV'D thine the 8th inſtant, þ 
mL but doubt it will prove to little Pur- 
poſe to anſwer ſuch, as ſeem reſol- 
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5 C IF J 
his Diſciples to preach for Hire; Chriſt command- 


ed his Diſciples, where they were not received. to 


q caſt ſuch into Priſon, or to get Warrants to diſtrain 


their Goods. 
Theſe Things it is manifeſt the Prieſts of the 


eftabliſhed Church doth both teach and prattiſe, 


now whether thou wilt allow mine Objections, or 


wilt aſſert the laſt to be the Commands of Chriſt, 
will very likely end the Controverſie. 


Thou likewiſe deſires mine Anſwer to that of 


| Authority, and in the firſt Place doſt fully acknow- 


ledge, wwe all ought to obey God before Man: Hold 


© but to that, and all will be well. To ſet the Thing 
in a clear Light, I lay down this, viz. That the 
Late of God 


is a Rule for Law-Makers, ſince it 


ie an allowed Maxim, That all the Laws of Men 


"0 
. 
. 
* 


£4 
ö 

* 
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that are contrary to the Laws of God, are 7pſo 
fatto null and void. 

That there is an Authority both in Church and 
Fate, if thou wilt diſtinguiſh them, who every que- 
ſtoned? I think the State is of the Church, and 
the Church of the State, except thou wilt allow the 


| Aing, Lords and Commons to be of neither. Me 
have always paid a due Subjeftion to Authority in 
| obeying their juſt and lawful Commands, by Acli- 


on; and where we took their Commands to inter- 
fere with the Laws of God, we have done it by 
Suffering, to the fulfilling of our Duty of Stil jecti— 
on to the higher Powers, and of every Ordinance 
of Man for the Lord's Sake. Now what Way thy 
Wife bath broken through all theſe, I muſt confeſs 


T know not, yet may gather from thy Saying in thy 


laſt, vis. That thou haft not yet exercited on 
| It: 


do not doubt will both ten 


1 | 
full Authority which thou haſt proved due toi 
thee by the Law of God and Man. The Truth 
of which I am about to examine. I take thy Wife's} | ſu 
ohjected Crime (by the Caution thou giveſt me not] 
to be Partaker of her Sin) to be ber Separation 
from the eſtabliſhed Church of England. My 
Friend, that it is a Tranſgreſſion either of the Law 
of God or Man, I utterly deny, and put thee upon] 

orf, fince thine ans Texts prove no ſuch 
Thing. But to prevent needleſs Diſputes, I object 
this, That except thou canſt prove, that the Church 
ſhe has ſeparated from, is that Church out of which | 4 
there is no Salvation, it cannot be a Breach of the |. C 
Laws of God, and that it is no Breach of the t: 
Lam of Man, (if by that thou mean the Laufe 
the Land) I object this, that it is as lawful for |! 
her to go to Worſhip at Biſhop-Auckland, whe-Þ 7 
her ſhe has gone of late, as for thee to go 10 St. 
Andrews. The A& of Toleration is my Proof: ! 
However, I am glad of thy Reſolution of leading 
ber to God's Ale Time, th Performance of ibis, 1 q 
40 thy own and her Eaſe, 
Thou deſires my Definition of Conſcience, I would 
offer this, viz. That to form it aright, is the Work 
of the Holy Spirit; and that can never contradict 
zhe Rule of the Holy Scriptures, when ever it doth 
that, it is a Sign that it is erroneous, Thou re- 
cites my Caying, That we never deſired a Tole— 
ration to do evil, and by Conſequence might have 
inferr'd, that I was not pleading for an evil Con- 
ſcience, and ſo have ſpared this Enquiry, 
I lay down theſe three Things, to live bone ſily, 
to hurt no Body, and to give every one his Right, 
” EG 


is a Teſtimony of & good Conſcience; but for ſuch 


|: As to thy Caution about the Toleration, thy 


\ 


I 1 


as violate theſe, I plead for no Liberty; becauſe 
| ſuch Violation denates an evil Conſcience. 


Mords are, I uſed it becauſe ſome of your Party 

| miſtakes it, to take off the Crime as well as the 

Puniſhment, which I think it doth not. 

I take this to be thy Miſtake, and ſay Puniſb- 
ment is only due to Crimes; but to take away the 
* Puniſhment where the Crime ſtill remains, ſeems to 

me (i turning of ee backward, and ren- 

dring the Act of Toleration unjuſt by ſuffering 

. Crimes to go unpuniſbed. What our Superiors at 
: the Time of enatting theſe Laws might in Conſci- 

| ence think to be a Crime, our late Superiors took to 

be none, (and thereby judged ſuch Conſcience to 
be erroneous) therefore ſuſpended theſe Laws. 
| The Laws of the Goſpel are unchangeable, but 
» the Laws of this Nation often change, when they 
| are found by Experience to be evil, 

IWho made theſe wicked and unjuſt Laws (as I 
call them) thou deſires me to conſider, and I query 
/ thou call them good ones. And who theſe muzs 

ed Dogs are thou fees to know (and therefore 
need not query) by telling me they cannot bite now; 
and further tells me, | know well the Church 
had no Power to make ſuch Laws, it was the 

King and Parliament. This I take to be meer tri- 
fling, did not the King and Parliament make the 
Church, for fhe never was @ Church as ſhe now 
ſtands, but by the Eſtabliſhment of their Laws. 

Now if theſe Kings and Parliaments were not of 
the Church, thou mighteſt have done well to have 
told me what they were, If 


- Pg — — 9 


1 

7 thou think it was a Dignity in Queen Mary, 70 
and her Parliament (who had Authority) to make j 
and execute wicked and cruel Laws, by which the! 
Church of England (in the Infancy of her Eſta- 
bliſhment) ſo much ſuffered, ſurely they were migh-F4 
tily to blame to ſpeak evil of them, and to ſet them 
aſide. But I am quite of another Mind, and that 
it was a great Indignity to make and execute them : 
And rays why have no Mind to copy after Sache- i 
verell (that great Man of the Church) by calling 
them cruel Laws, which a Religious People in an 
after Reign ſuffered by (wholeſom Severities ) when 
be diſcharged his foul Stomach at St Paul's. I 
do aſſure thee, I take it to be no Reflection, to call 
Things by their proper Names; but ſurely it is evil 
ſpeaking to call Evil, Good; as well as it is to call 


l 

F 

Good, Evil, Thou ſays, Thy Church has taught Wh / 
d 7 

] 


thee to keep thy Tongue from evil ſpeaking ; 
then pray do not fault me for calling wicked I.aws 
by their proper Name, for I think if I ſhould call 
ſuch Good, it would be evil ſpeaking in me, ſeeing 
the wiſe Man ſaith, He that juſtifieth the Wic- 
ked, and he that condemneth the Juſt, even 
they both are an Abomination to the Lord. 

I am glad I miſtook, in that I am not charged 
with leading thy Wife into Error, but am ſorry it 
is charg'd upon Brother Walton, that now cannot 
anſwer for himſelf; and therefore, if thou had 
praiſed what thou calleſt beſt, ſhould have let the 
Dead alone, ſince I believe he was innocent, | 

Tet I would add for thy Satisfaction, that 19 
ſeparate from the true Church of Chriſt, as ſhe is 
eſtabliſhed by his own Laws, is a very grievous Er- 


ron, 


1 -) 
vor, and ſinful, J readily own : But that thy Wife 


1. 

= That Chriſt has a Church in England, I verily 
¶ believe, which I take to be a Part of the Holy Ca- 
# tbolick Church mentioned in the Creed But to tye 
© this to any particular Society of Chriſtians (as hey 
are now ene ) 1 would not in anywi ſe; 
e- Wy ſince 1 believe, that amongit all theſe divers De- 
7 Ml nominations, ſuch as truly fear God and work Righ- 
n Ml tcouſneſs, muſt needs be Members of it; and I am 
„Fer from thinking, but there are a great many ſuch 
I I in the preſent Church of England. 

And heartily deſire, that not only this Nation, 
il 8 but all Nations may become ſuch. And ſince, thou 
1 i halt touched Baptiſm, about which ſo great Duſt 
t Las been raiſed, which ſome are ſtill willing to con- 
; tinue, I do not know any Thing wherein we differ 
Vom the eſtabliſhed Church, in the real Matter and 
! WM Subſtance of it, in that we fully believe the inward 
and ſpiritual Grace, as it is defined in the Cate- 


- MW chiſm, to be the one, only and ſaving Baptiſm of 


our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt ; but we reject 

the outward and viſible Sign or Form, (as they 
/ call it) becauſe we conceive it derives no Autho- 
N rity from our bleſſed Saviour, But, to put this 
f beyond all Diſpute, except to ſuch as uſe Contro- 
/ verlie for its own Sake, and not for the Sake of. 
Truth, in order to find it out. If I ſhould aſſert, 
That Infants are not the Subjects of Water-Bap- 
| tiſm, the Catechiſm has proved it to my Hand; do 
they not tell us, that 1 and Faith are re- 

quired in Perſons to be baptized s Do they not like- 


) wiſe 


is guilty of this, I muſt confeſs I know nothing f 
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wiſe tell us, that Infants by Reaſon of their tendeyſþ 


muſt be the 1 why they have ceaſed from th. 


Ih, 
* Age cannot perform them s Which one would thin tl 


Uſe of Water-Baptiſm ; but why they ſhould 1e bi 


3 , ts what behoves them to account for 
; 


W. 


nee the Promiſe they object I take to have nothing W 


in it; yet do grant, that all Promiſes made agreel 


able to Truth and Righteouſneſs ought to be per- 


but to make Promiſes and Vows, that are impoſſible 


to be kept, and conſequently muſt be broken, I mayſ 


= be 


A ar 
ormed, and the Breaking of them I allow is a Sin; le 


Ne 
Fi; 


ſay with the Prophet, Who has required this at 
your Hands? And ſuch I take the Vows and Pro- 
miſes to be, that are made for Infants on that Ac- 


count. 


What I would further add, is, to note the great 


Cry that is flill made about the Church, which has 


led me often to conſider what is meant by it; and 


I can center in nothing, but that the vulgar Cry 


muſt mean the Prieſts, or Clergy as they call them- ö 


ſelves. 

They urge that Tythes are the Right of the 
Church, which 1 readily grant; as alſo the nine 
Parts, but never yet took the Prieſts to be the 
Church excluſive of the People, tho I willingly al- 
low him to be a Member, and, as a Miniſter or Ser- 
vant, one of the leaſt, but how he comes to be en- 
titled to the whole Tithes, cannot be from the Com- 
mand of Chriſt, Freely give; and therefore he robs 
the Church, unchurches the People, and ſets up him- 
ſelf (for the Sake of his Belly) to be the Church. 
Je were far better for him to take his Scripture- 
Name, that of an Hireling, (I wiſh I could ſay an 


honeſs 


1 
der honeſt one) and then he would only ſeek Hire of 
ini thoſe that hired him; for he now flands with that 
Mark, which Chriſt has ſet upon him, and verifies 
his Saying, by flying; becauſe he is an Hireling, 
which commonly is to à better Benefit. Many Pa- 
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ork | 
ng Tiſpes in the Nation (and this amongit the reſt) [} 
ge. being now let out to Fourney-Work. Now how f 


—_—_ 


yapreeable this is to thy propoſed Rule, I further 
n: leave to thy ſerious Conſideration, and with re- 
½newed Deſires of thine, and thy Wife's Welfare, 
” the beſt Things, am NY 
ati W4 


Thy Loving Friend, 


— 9 _ 
. - 1 =- _ a , 


3 - _ - — = _ 
= - — —— cw - — 
— Ls 2 * 
— REES 


— — oC 8 
=} wa , * 


— 5 * Ate. 
= 


at JoHN HALL. 


8 
— 8233 
— * 
7 


8 
— 


> BETTS 
Ws od. — 


$94.4 4 


D 
2 


. F — 
6 o 
” 
= 
* - 
* 


ft D FOHN, 


RE CEIV'D yours of the 15th o 


you an Anſwer, that I am ſatisficd 
with your Definition of Conſci 


ſurdity to ſay the Apoſtles miſtook their Commiſſion : 
For that would make the Scriptures uſeleſs to 
us; for if they were miſtaken, we are all ſo ſtil], 

I am likewiſe ſatisfied you deny not an Au. 
thority both in Church and State, to whom me: 
muſt be ſtibject not only for Wrath, but Con: 
ſcience Sake: Then I hope their Command is 
one Warrant, where they are not contradicted 
by the Commands of God; for I ſtill hold to 
that of obeying God before Man, but Man for 
his Sake. 

But as to ſecing by what Laws of God the 
Things you complain of are made ſinful, I can- 
not find one Text to prove it in your Paper; 
and I ſtill ſay, Sin is not imputed where there i. 
no Law, ſo I hope you who plead for Chriſtian 
Liberty will not tie us to Works of Superero— 
gat ion. 


J hav? 
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June, and am ſo far from denving 
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| ence, and hope from it, that you will 
not be of your Friend Barclay's Opinion, who in 
his Book of the Sacraments ſaith, He ſees no 4 
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I have found ſomethings which, I ſuppoſe, 
are to juſtifie my Wife's Separation, becauſe they 
gare (as you ſay) practiſed by our Miniſters: I 
2 muſt conſider them, becauſe you raiſe a Duſt a- 
7 bout them, which I doubt hath made you, and 
too many of your Hearers, as blind as you would 
render me. 

A s to ſprinkling Infants; I told you in my 
laſt, our Church enjoyned dipping, or at leaſt 
pouring Water upon them; and if any act con- 
trary to what ſhe enjoyns, I am leſs account- 


able for it than you are for the ill Lives of any 


of your Hearers; as to three Perſons promiſing 
to renounce the Devil and all his Works, I 


think it the Duty of all, both to promiſe and 


perform them. But ſuppoſe ſome had ſo great 

Scrpules that they could not get over them, is 

that a ſufficient Reaſon to forſake our Church, 
which performs private Baptiſm without it, 
and pronounces them lawfully Baptized 2 But 
that ſuch Things are for Edification, Decency, 
and Order, is ſo plain in many of our Writers, 


pon? in the London Caſes, (to which I re- 


fer you) that any may fee it that will. As 
to Preaching for Hire, you allow them to be 
Miniſters and Servants, and the Labourer is 
worthy of his Hire. Gal. vi. 6, 7. Let him 
that is taught in the Word, communicate unto him 
that teacheth, in all good Things. Be not deceiv- 
ed, God is not mocked For whatſoever a Man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 1 Cor. ix. 7, 
11, 13, 14. Who goeth a 7 any Time at 
bis own Charges? Who plameth a Vineyard, and 
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31 
eateth not of the Fruit thereof? Or who feedeth 
a Flock, and eateth not of the Milk of the Flock? 
If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual Things, is it a 
go Thing if we ſhall reap your carnal Things 2 
o ye not know that they which miniſter about 
holy Things, live of the Things of the Temple? 
And they which wait at the Altar, are Partakers| 
with the Altar? Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, ! 
that they which preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the 1 
Goſpel, Which I think is ſufficient to prove 
they may take Hire. : 
As to caſting you into Priſon, and diſtrain- 5 
ing your Goods, if any do ſuch Things without lt « 
Neceſſity, I am no Advocate for ſuch; but, I 
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ſuppoſe it is for your Obſtinacy in withholding 


their Right; for I am not for copying after you, 
to think the Laws of the Land ſo wicked and 
unjuſt as to bear them out, if it was not their 
own Right, and you had the Benefit of them te 
right your ſelves. 

As to Tythes, I have proved from Scripture, 
that a Maintenance is due to the Miniſters, (and 
you allow them ſuch) the Laws of this Land 
ſettled that on them before Quakeriſm had a 
Being, and none of you that's about to purchaſe 
an Eſtate, or farm one, but you know if it be 
charged with Tythes or not; if it be, you va- 
lue it ſo much leſs in the Purchaſe, and if there 
be any Impropriation belonging' to ſuch Eſtates, 
can have the Conſcience to take Tythes; ſo I 
I would gladly know how it ſuiteth with your 
three Things, to live honeſtly, to hurt no Body, 
and give all their Right: To detain that from 
your 


Cp) 


leth our Neighbours you neither bought nor far- 


J 


ita Now, for your Juſtification of my Wife: I 
ge Aſtill ſay my Wife hath broken both the Laws of 
ou God and the Land, but need not prove our 
le? Church infallible to do it; for if Salvation may 


eers FA be had as well in the Church of England as at 
ed, Biſhop-Auckland Mecting-Houſe (as you deny not) 
the it is ſinful for her to « ſince nothing but 
ove] the avoiding of Sin will atone for the breaking 
S of the Peace of the Church, and the Peace of 


in- her Family; far to do ſo for no Reaſon is Schiſm, 
wm nothing is: And that Schiſm is a Sin, I think 
„Is ſo plain, I need not prove it; however, this 
ng Advantage is gaind, that without you can 
u, prove yours the Church, out of which there is 
nd no Salvation, ſhe and all your Hearers may leave 
eir you without the Danger of Sin; that it is a 
te Breach of the Laws of the Land, the Act of 

Uniformity is my Proof, which I think is not 
re, et repealed, I think I was not miſtaken, when 
1d ſaid the Toleration remitted but the civil or 


d temporal Puniſhment, for without Repentance 
what was a Sin before the Toleration is ſo {till 
ſe in God's Account: Nor a rendring the Act of 
de Toleration unjuſt by letting Crimes go unpuni- 
i- W ſhed, for that is rendring all the Acts of Mercy 
rc in pardoning Offenders unjuſt, and forcing the 
Government to ſuch a Severity, as none will 
hade Reaſon to thank you for adviſing; as for 
Inſtance, when the King and Parliament paſſes a 
L general Pardon in Caſe of Rebellion: After the 
Law is put in Execution by making a few * 

Or 


1 
for a Terror to others, they that are pardoned 
are Rebels in God's Account, without Repen- 
tance, but from your Argument they may ſay, 
either the Law that condemned our Partners 1 
wicked and unjuſt, or that which pardoned us 
is ſo, for we are all alike guilty. I dare not 
arraign the Government at ſuch a Rate, and | 
deſire we may meddle no more with ſuch Things, 
for 1t 1s not our Buſineſs yet. 
The Noiſe you make about Toleration, con- 
trary to my Deſign, to enter into ſuch Matters, 
makes me conſider the Queſtions to our Saviour, 
and his Anſwer concerning Divorce, which | 
think are parallel to your Caſe, Why did our 
Superiors, in Mercy, grant you a Toleration! 
I anſwer with our Saviour, For the Hardneſs of 
your Hearts they granted this, but from the Be. 
ginning it was not ſo, What you call tritfling, | 
think is not, ſince you allow a Diſtinction be. 
tween Church and State. But if I had ſaid the 
King and Parliament made the Church, I had 
triffled worſe, for always I thought the Church 
was made by Chriſt; they indeed became nur- 
ſing Fathers to the Church, and eſtabliſhed her 
by their Authority, but ſhe was a Church be- 
fore that. | H 
I am glad you allow it ſinful to ſeparate from 
the Church of Chriſt, and that the Church ot 
England is ſo, ſince you have ſhewed me no Text 
of Scripture to the contrary, ſo it muſt be lin. 
ful in my Wife to ſeparate from her, till you 
have proved ſhe enjoyns finful Terms of Com- 
munion. 

But, 


1 


onedſ But what if I can prove, that you do make 
ben the Precepts of the Goſpel, and the Practice of 
lay the Apoſtles (who knew beſt how to interpret 
y 2 the Goſpel Precepts) of none Effect by your Tra- 


dition. Since, I hope, it will appear a Sin for 
my Wife to joyn with you, and, firſt, for Wa- 
ter Baptiſm: But, by the Way, I queſtion if 
you be a Convert to the Anabaptiſts, by your 
denying Infants to be the Subject of Water-Bap- 
tiſm : For I thought if I could prove That ordi- 
narily neceſſary to Salvation, it was all I had to 
do with a Quaker, but I ſee any Thing is catched 
at to ſupport you. 

And firſt our Saviour's Commiſſion, Matth. 
xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all Nati- 
ons, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Then to 
prove this Baptiſm was Water, not excluſive of 
the Holy Spirit, (for what God joyns together, 
let no Man put aſunder) I prove from St. John 
lil. 5. Except a Man be born of Water, and of 
the Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God, And I ſuppoſe it was Water the Apoſtles 
baptized with by our Saviour's Order, St. Fohn 
Iv. 1, 2. When hand pr the Lord knew how the 
Phariſees bad heard that Jeſus made and bapti- 
Zed more Diſciples than John, ( Though Feſus him- 
ref baptized not, but his Diſciples.) And St. 
John ili. 22. After theſe Things came Feſus, and 
15 his Diſciples into the Land of Judea, and there he 
tarried with them, and baptized, If you call 
this St. Fohn's Baptiſm, I ſay the Difference is 
& |! plain in Ads xix. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. (And it came 
9 | 7 io 


not 
1d [ 


1 
to paſs, that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul: 
baving paſſed through the upper Coaſts, came t 
Epheſus, and finding certain Diſciples, he ſaid un 
to them, Have ye received the Holy Ghoſt ſince ya) 
believed? And they ſaid unto him, We have not 
fo much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt, 
And be ſaid unto them, Unto what then were 3 
baptized? And they ſaid, Unto John's Baptiſm, 
Then. ſaid Paul, John verily baptized with theo 
Baptiſm of Repentance, ſaying unto the People, 
That they ſhould believe on bim that ſhould come 
after him, that is, on Chrijt Feſus. When they 
heard this, they were baptized in the Name f the 
Lord Jeſus. And when Paul had laid his Handi 
upon them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them \, and they | 
ſpake with Tongues, and propheſied.) Where thele | 
baptized hoof ray” Baptiſm were uncapable of! 
receiving the Holy Spirit, till they had recei- 
ved our Lord's Baptiſm. St. Peter's Hearers, in 
Acts ii. 37, 38. (Now when they had heard this, 
they were pricked in their Heart, and ſaid unto 
Peter, and to the reſt of the Apoſiles, Men and 
Brethren, What ſhall we do? Then Peter ſaid un- 
to them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you i 
in the Name of Chriſt, for the Remiſfon of Sins, 
and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt.) 
Were admitted to Baptiſm, before he thought 
them capable of receiving the Holy Spirit, as 
75 may ſee, and leaſt you ſhould be of your 

riend Barclays Opinion, in the Caſe of Corne- 
lius, Acts 10. St. Peter had a Viſion, and the Spi- 
rit bid him go, nothing doubting, Verſe 20. A- 
riſe therefore, and get thee down, and go with 
them. 


( 33 ) 

Paul hem, nothing doubting, for I have ſent them. 
me MAnd I hope you will not ſuppoſe it was the Spi- 
A un. Hrit that made him deny his Maſter, but the Ho- 
ce ey Spirit which could not lead him into Error, 
e noffor he fell on all them that heard the Word, 
hoſt erſe 44. While Peter yer ſpake theſe Words, the 
e H Ghoſt fell on all them that heard the Word. 
tif Which is the Baptiſm you contend for excluſive 
tel of Water: Yet St. Peter ſaith in Verſe 47. Can 
any Man forbid Water that theſe ſhould not be bap- 
-omeWtiized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt as well 
hey we? Or what think you of the Spirit that bad 
the St. Philip go near and joyn himſelf to that Cha- 


na riot, Ace viii. 29. Then the Spirit ſaid unto Phi- 
bey ip, Go near, and joyn thy ſelf to this Chariot. 
eſe Do you believe that he led him to do an unlaw-- 
> off ful or unneceſſary Action? The Eunuch being 
ei- no Few, ſo needed no Indulgence in their Cu. 
in] ſtoms, as you oft plead ; yet he baptized him 
1% with Water, Verſe 38. And he commanded the 
no Chariot to ſtand ſtill: And they went both down 
1d into the Water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and 
n- be baptized him. Then, and not till then, the 
n Spirit caught Philip away, Verſe 39. And when 
, bey were come up out of the Water, the Spirit of 
.) the Lord caught away Philip, that the Eunuch 


it ſaw him no more: And he went on bis Way rejoy- 
as eing. Which ſhews he had performed what 
ir fie was ſent for: Even your own Text, that 
you ſo often inſtance to invalidate Water-Bap- 
a tiſm, 1 Cor. i. 14, 17. (1 thankGod, that I bap- 
3 tized none of you, but Criſpus and Gaius : For 
; Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
SES -/ Goſ- 
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(+ 305 )J 
Goſpel: Not with Wiſdom of Words, Ieſt the Croſs 
of Chriſt ſhould be made of none Effeft.) Shewsf 
plainly from your own Confeſſion, that St. Paull 
baptized Criſpus and Gaius with Water. Now iff 
it was unlawful, why did he do it at ali? But 
the Reaſons are plain, vis. The Contentions; 
that one ſaid, I am of Paul, another of Apol- 
los, of Cephas, of Chriſt; as any that read theſ 
Chapters with Attention may ſee: For that of 
Verſe 17. For Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, but 
to preach the Goſpel, as likewiſe, not with Wif- 
dom of Words, are not pure Negatives, but fo 
by Compariſon, as may be ſeen by many Inſtan- 
ces of Scripture, as by Example in the 1 Aings 
1. 1 Sam. Vill. 7. And the Lord ſaid unto da- 
muel, Hearken unto the Voice of the People in all 
that they ſay unto thee, for they have not rejected 
thee, but they have rejected me, that I ſhould not 
reign over them, When the People rejected Sa- 
muel, God ſaid, They have not rejected thee, but 
ne; not meaning by this Negative abſolutely 
that they had not rejected Samuel, but by that 
one Negative, by Compariſon, he underſtood two 
Affirmatives, rot only Sammel was rejected, but 
chiefly God: Likewiſe, x Cor. 111. 7. it is ſaid, 
Neither he that planteth, nor he that watereth, 1; 
any Thing, but God that giveth the Increaſe. | 
might give more Inſtances, but theſe are {uffict- 
ent to tſhew the Meaning of St. Paul, v ho means 
not abſolutely the Grafter and Materer to be no- 
thing, but that in Compariſon of God they are 
ſo: So his Commiſhon was chiefly to preach 
the Goſpel, not excluſive of Baptiſm, which 

| was 


( 35 ) 

was the leſs, and others might do as well as he, 
like as St. Peter commanded. 8. 

This, and the Practice of the primitive Church 
without Interruption of any who called them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, till Quakeriſm was raiſed by 
George Fox and his Followers in the great Re- 
bellion, when no Hing was in our Iſrael, but eve- 
ry one did what was right in his own Exes, might 
be iuficient to make any conſider their Danger, 
for neglecting what Chriſt hath appointed; for 
if the Thing be never ſo ſimple to our Appre- 
henſion, our Obedience is required to it as well 
as the greateſt, tho' it be but waſh and be clean, 
2 Kings v. 13. And his Servants came near and 


ſpake unto him, and ſaid, My Father, if the Pro- 


phet had bid thee do ſome great Thing, wouldeſt 
thou not have done it? How much rather then, 
when he ſaith unto thee, Waſh and be clean? And 
I do offer to your Conſideration, to weigh the 
Danger of both Sides ſeriouſly. If our Water- 
Baptiſm ſhould prove (as you ſay) needleſs to 
obſerve, yet it cannot be ſinful, becauſe you 
have not yet ſhewn a Law of God that forbids 
it: But if it be ordinarily neceſlary to Salva- 
tion, and you reject it, as pretending to know 
more and better than others, your Caſe is dan- 
gerous and pityable, and I think all ſhould take 
the ſafer Side where their eternal Welfare is con- 
cerned. As to your abuſing our Miniſters, it 
is beſides the Matter, and you had better let it 
alone, for it doth but ſhew what Spirit you are 
of, and if you could preach and write with the 


Tongue and Pen of Men and Angels, and want 
Cha- 
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1 
Charity, it is nothing worth, but you will be 
a Caſt- away, which that you may ſee, and by 


Repentance avoid, while the Day of Grace laſt- | 


eth, is the ſincere Deſire of your Friend 


WM. WALKER, 


Fuly the 5th, 
1723, 
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Monk-Heſleden, the 15 D. Mo. 5. 1723. 1 


LO VINO FRIEND, 


HINEũ of the 5th inſtant I received 
li this Day, and if thou had been ſo 
ingenious as to have owned, that the 
W Law of God is a Rule for Law- 
| Makers, thou had ſaved thy ſelf a 
great Deal of needleſs Trouble; but I may ſuppoſe b 
thine, thou pil oa Authority to make Laws with- 
out any Regard to that, and the Obedience to ſuch 
Laws as are contrary to the Laws of God, is an 
obeying of Man before God, _ E 
Thou ſays, Sin is not imputed where there is 
no Law; very true, but the Laws of the Goſpel 
are a ſtanding Law to all Chriſtian Churches; but 
to teach for Doctrines the Commandments of 
| Men, "tis likely thou wilt not allow to be ſinful, 
therefore ſhall leave it at thy Door, with our Sa- 
viour's Sentence ſet over thine Head, Matth. xv. 
9. But in vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 
Doctrines the Commandments of Men. 15 
| What thou haſt obſerved about preaching is | 
meerly evaſive ;, that the Labourer is worthy of 
his Hire, is very true; but doſt thou aſſert be is 4 
to be paid by thoſe that hire him not? Ibine own- 
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( 39 ) 
ing the poſitive Command of * Freely gin 
mpght have ſaved thee that needleſs Trouble. 

As to thy Plea for Tythes, it might ſuit a Je 
very well (were he in the Poſſeſſion of the Lan 
of Canaan) that disbelieves the Coming of Chriſ 
for they were Jewiſh, but never Chriſtian; th 
ww it is true, have long preach'd and wi 
and have aſſerted their divine Right; but aft: 
anuch Labour ſpent, it proved upon their Hand 
an inconſiſtent Piece of Forgery, which Plea the 
have of late very much drop d, and have betake 
themſelves to their more ſure Plea, the Law 0 
the Lend; and if that Law of Tytches were agree 
able to the Law of God under this Goſpel Diſpen 
ſation, I ſhould readily allow the detaining of then 
to be ſinful, but becauſe upon Chriſtian Principle 
they have no Right to them, I do not violate th 
third Thing thou haſt noted, notwithſtanding the! 
preaching and writing in aſſerting the divine Rig" 
of LIythes, they were never yet able to prevai 
upon the Hearers of their own Communion to git 
them up to the Church, as they call it; if thy 
had a divine Right to them as they pretended, tht 
muſt be of the worſt of Men that would detai, 
them; but the Perſons they had to deal with were 
too many, and too big, to be impoſed upon by ſu 
falſe Pretenders, and therefore held them as thei 
civil Right by the Law of the Land, and ſo jar 
as they with-held only the Tythes of their omi 
Lands, were no doubt juſtifiable but for an lu. 
propriator to take Tythes of another Perſon, ſeems 
utterly unaccountable, tho' it were in the Land 
Judea, ſmce ſuch a Perſon is not ſo much 95 . 
©. JR 916 


1 


ed in Moſes bis Law; but by the detaining F. 
hem, the Impropriators of their own Communion 
tterly deny any divine Right, let the Prieſts preach 
hat they will. e 
And as there is no divine Right, the Law of 
Sc Land cannot make that divine that God has 
ot made fo. That ſeveral of the People called 
uakers have given them up, is very true; but I 
now of none that have taken them. 
What doth it ſigniſie to deal with a Perſon that 
vill deny plain Matter of Fact, and yet unwarily 
pwn it with the ſame Breath Did not the wn 
7 


gin 


Seen Parliament make the Church, ſhe was Popiſ 
5 "Wi their Laws eſtabliſhed her as fhe now ſtands 2 
C1221 


fre not thy own Words a plain Confeſſion, vis. I 
hink Chriſt made the Church, they became 


urſing Fathers to her, and eſtabliſhed her by 
their Authority? (mark that) But ſhe was' a 
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added, and then thou hadſt ſaid Right. 

Thon notes, I allow it ſinful to ſeparate from 
the Church of Chriſt. But I do aſſure thee, I 
take it to be no Sin to ſeparate from that Church, 
that teacheth for Doctrines the Commandments 
of Men, which thou might have allowed like- 
"I w/e. MW 
vari Now, as to the great Pains thou haſt taken a- 
jr bout WW ater-Baptiſm, was it to let me fee that the 
1 Church thou pretends to is not in the Practice 4 
l. it? That was needleſs, for I know it very well, 
Wy whatever thy Rubrick ſays, is nothing to ine; 
bon condemn the known Prafice of the whole 
1 Church, what is it thou art pleading, a Church pe- 
ed | citliar 


Church before, 2 Popiſh Church thou ſhouldſt have. 
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SS 
culiar to thy ſelf? IF thou thought thou could Ut 
prove Water at all neceſſary, it was all thou had. 
to do with a Quaker, this, according to thy No thi 
tion, might be enough; but, William, it ic the 
Doctrines of Chriſt that I am concerned to pleadW*? 


for, againſt all the Innovations of Men; and what. N. 


70. 
7 
Cl 


(4 


ever Water you may uſe to the ſprinkling of an In. 
ant, it is no Inſtitution of Feſus Chriſt's, and i 
Nater-Baptiſm were intended in the Commiſſion, 
Matth. xxv1ii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach 
all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Why do you not prafliſe it? But I deny outward 
Water to be there intended, becauſe it is not men- l 
tioned, neither was it the Baptiſm of Chriſt. The I- 
Author and Adjuncts clearly denote it to be the 
Baptiſm of Chriſt, and not that of outward Ma- , 
ter. The Texts thou haſt quoted might have had 


foma Weight with the Baptiſts that are, as I un- 


1 
derſtand, in the Prafice of Water-Baptiſm, that I 
ſuppoſe it not to be ceaſed in Point of Obligation, 
to ſuch as repent and believe; yet I am clearly of 
that Mind, that the intelligent among that People 
place Abundance of more Confidence in the Blood 
of Chriſt, that cleanſeth from all Sin, than in that 
outward Adminiſtration. For Shame, William, 
never more preach up to others that which the 
Church thou pretends to doth not 2 but 
fairly own that Infants are not the Subjects of 
Water-Baptiſm, or refute what I writ on that 
Head, which to be fure thou never canſt. 

I find thou art ſtill willing to make thy Wife 3 
Breaker of the Law of the Land by the As of 

jni- 


n 
Unifortnity. F thou badſt proved that Act to 
te agreeable to the Law of God in the firſt Place, 
Bichon badft done ſomething, then the Act of Tole- 
ration, which repeals that Act as to that Part of 
marating from the Church of England, as ſhe is 
ftabliſhed by bumane Laws, muſt needs be ſinful; 
Wor to be ſure the AF of Toleration can remit no 
in againſt God: But the ſeparating from that 
Church, my Argument was, was not fat, neither 
canſt thou prove that it is. | 


Thy pleading the A& of Uniformity will do 
nothing for thee, except to ſhew thy great Uncha- 
ritableneſs to all the Proteſtant Brethren, both at 
Home and Abroad, that are not conformable to 
K. | 

Thou art extreamly wide in running a Parallel 
letwiæxt the Laws that purely relate to Religion, 
ind what only relates to the civil Government. 
Their pardoning Crimes that are only againſt them- 


bat Mſelves, is very honourable; ſince, as Solomon 
on, ſays, The Throne is eſtabliſhed by Mercy; and 
of 1 taking away grievous Penalties for objected 
ple (crimes, where none were proved, nor did yet ap- 


fear, was very honourable likewiſe but the con- 


t timing Penalties in the Caſe aforeſaid, is what I 
m, Ml «ed unjuſt, which thou haſt ſhuffled with, in an 
be Ml evaſive May. But thine Abuſe of our Saviour, 
tend thine utter Miſapplication of the Text, I can- 
Fr paſs by without Remark ,, for we did not, as 
at the Jews, put away, nor yet quarrel with our 


Wives, as ſome have ſince done, but becauſe of the 
Tenderneſs of our Hearts to God-ward, departed 
from a Church (that is our Anceſtors ) that taught 

| 1 | tor 


and that ſhe has obeyed thy unjuſt and unlazeful of 
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SH. * 
for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, and 
chooſe for themſelves the true Church of Chriſt, 
from which, by the Grace of God, we never intend 
to depart. 

Now, as to thine Objection 4 abuſing your 
Miniſters, what have I ſaid that is not true? 
And is it an Abuſe to ſpeak Truth > Alas, Wil- 
liam, art thou angry at hearing Truth ſpoken ? 
It were far better to ſubmit to it, than to plead 
againſt it, and cry out. 

I told thee in my Firſt, That I never loved Con- 
troverſie for Controverſie's Saxe; but, by thy 
Management, I have Reaſon to believe thou art of 
another Mind; and therefore, before ] leave thee, 


T would recommend to thee a Review of thy own wh 
Work, and of. thy firſt Paper relating to thy Wife. 1 ; 
Thou haſt charged her as an erroneous Criminal, 9% 


and haſt wire- drawn not only the Law of the 4 
Land, bt alſo the Goſpel of Chriſt, by divers A 
Texts utterly miſapplied to make it out. Thor 
haſt accuſed her by diſobeying thy juſt and law- 110 


ful Commands. I am apt to believe the contrary, 


Command, in bringing and leaving at Shildon, an 
open and ſcandalous Paper, ſo highly reflefing up- ; 
on herſelf, which I believe Thouſands of Momen ;* 


in the Nation would not have done, and 2 have 5 
performed their lawful Duty to their Husbands. is 


; 3 Cri 
Thou haſt profeſs'd Abundance of Charity in th 
ſecond 2 LE for all Men Ti omen 15 lik 
are excluded, for if thou hadſt but had one Grain ſo 
of true Charity, which the Apoſtle ſaith, Shall 
cover a Multitude of Sins, thor wouldſt have pr 


caſt he 


\ 


1 


caſt the Chriſtian Mantle of it over her, in Imi- 


zation of Shem and Japhet, and not, like old 
Ham, have expoſed her to the World. But I 
doubt not, but her Innocency is a Defence to her 


againſt all thy Miſdoings. 


Thou haſt objected that Law, of doing as we 


would be done by; and haſt thou not been in an 
open Violation of it to her-ward? Haſt thou not 


choſen thine own May? And haſt thou not been - 


ſeeking to impoſe upon her? 

Thou ſays thy Church teacheth thee to keep thy 
Tongue from evil ſpeaking. I am afraid thou 
art a bad Scholar, put the Queſtion to thy ſelf, 
whether that is thy Practice? What thou haſt 


writ concerning thy own Wife, is to me no Evi- 


fence of it. If thou had put in Practice the good 
Doctrines which thy Church teacheth, thou and 
to be ſure bad had no Controverfie of this Kind. 
Pray, William, for once learn to become a Chri- 
ſian, I mean of Chriſt s making, and let not thy 
Fondneſs of outward and viſible Signs, and Forms 
F humane Invention, cauſe thee to neglect the 
weiphtier Matters of the Law of God, remember 
the Terms that our Saviour has laid down for our 
becoming true Chriſtians, they were not IWater- 
Baptiſm, but as he ſaid, Whoſoever will come 
after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
Croſs and follow me: It is the Want of this, 
and the Fulneſs of thy ſelf, that hath made thee 
ſo dogmatical, conceited ail opinionated of thy 
own 2 ormances, and turn to the Collect, and 
pray for the Light of the Holy Spirit, which will 
hew thee thine own Errors, and make thee leſs 

| prone 
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prone to object the Errors of ethers, when thou 
art no competent Fudge , and inſtead of dealing 
fe much in Ceremany and Form, mind the inward 
and ſpiritual Grace, a Death unto Sin, which 
will cauſe thee to die to that Sin of Comtenti-| 

on, (if thou follow its ep 4 thou haſt ſo 
ns, and ſo needleſly troubled thy ſelf and otbers 
mit | 


Far if all Men in the Nation, that are mar- 
ried to Women that differ from them on that Ac- 
count, had followed thy Practice, we had had « 
Land full of Confuſion and Strife; whereas there 
are a great many ſo married, that live peace- 
ably, lovingly and quietly together. Let the Con- 
fide td upon thee to be quiet, 


eration of it prevai 
2 to mind thy own Buſineſs, and let Contention 

all. | 
7 1 do afſure thee I am weary of it, and there- 
fore give thee this friendly Caution to trouble thy 
ſelf, or me, no further, for that I never intend 
to anſwer thee any more. | 

So, with continued Deſires of thine and thy 
Wife's Welfare in the beſt of Things, am 


Thy Friend and Wellwiſher, iſ 


JoRHN HALL 


OA. 


( 45 ) 

UAKERISM, I take to be the Prieſts Idol 
which they have ſet up, which they have 
loaded with Error and Herst. and at their lik- 
ing have thrown down, it concerns us not at all. 
Le plead for the Doctrines of Chriſt, ſeparate 
From humane Invention, and thereby are reſolved 


to ſtand and fall, let others cant what they will. 


J. H. 
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Monk-Heſleden, 18D. Mo. 5. 1723. 


LoviNG FRIEND, 


HERE is ſomething in thine, which 
omitted to take Notice of, about 
Water- Baptiſm: Which, thou ſays, 
was the Practice of the primitive 


= 4 
: , 
'Þ 2 * 
| 


| Church, without Interruption of 
| any, who called themſelves Chriſtians, till Qua- 
| keriſm was raiſed by George Fox, and his Fol- 
lowers, in the great Rebellion, when no King 
was in our Vael, but every one did what was 
int in his own Eyes. 5 
25 A Man of better reading, would have been a- 
ſhamed to have urged that which he could not 


| have proved. th 
| Tet, William, in that great Rebellion there 

was a King in our Iſrael (F not in thine) that i 
7 led a People out of it (from the many Meanders, Wl ;, 
Turnings and Windings, which an hypocritical Ge- ll x 


neration of Prieſts fomented, with that grand Re- 
bel and Hypocrite Oliver Cromwel at their Head) 
into a State of Peace and Reconciliation unto God 
through Feſus Chriſt, who have no more entred in- 
to War, much leſs that Way of Rebellion, which 


has too often been attempted ſince. 
IV hat 


C9 ) 

What was it that made thee ſo unfortunate as 
to mention that great Rebellion? Was it to put me 
in Mind of the almoſt unlimited Doctrines (in a li- 
mited Monarchy) and ſuch other pretty Tales, as 
belp'd to miſlead that unfortunate Prince to make 
too bold with the Engliſh Conſtitution, which his 
Son by - ſuch Doctrines had the Misfortune to copy 
after? 6 the Nation had had no ſuch tempori x- 
ing Priefts, we had had no ſuch Doctrines, and b 
Conſequence no ſuch Rebellion. But if thou would 
but obſerve, how many of them that contributed to 
the Ruin of the King followed the grand Rebel 
and Uſurper, and at the Reſtauration tach d about 
again; thou mighteſt form a better Idea of that 


Miniſtry that is ſuch by Feſus Chriſt, and that 


which is meerly of Man, who by teaching that 
which Feſus 22 commanded not, contrary to the 
Text, Matth. xxviii. 20. (Teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all Things whatſoever J have commanded 
you : And lo, I am with you al way, even un- 
to the End of the World.) which I firſt gbſerved 
to thee, have miſled Mankind; ſince the Apoſile 
ſaith, He that tranſgreſſeth, and abideth not in 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, hath not God. 

J continue my Reſolution to put an End to this 
Controverſie which thou didſt begin, ſincè it ſeems 
to me a Deſign to pick a Quarrel with me, which 
I would by all Means avoid. I am, as heretofore, 


Thy Loving Friend, 
JOHN HAII. 
70M 
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RECEIV'D yours of the 15th 
Inftant, and if you had been ſof 
honeſt, as not to have endeavour- 


hings are commanded by Authority, they ceaſe 
to be indifferent, becauſe God hath commanded 
us to obey every Ordinance of Man for his Sake: 
And you that pleads fo fimply againſt the Inno- 
vations of Man, yet are forced to uſe your own 
Rules, which, I doubt, you can ſhew no Scrip- 
ture for, becauſe they are indifferent. What 

Sg: | Commands 


— — ——— — 


1 

commands for building Meeting-houſes, or a pre- 
fix d Time of Day to meet in? Or why Wedneſ- 
day more then any Day in the Week elſe, or for 
Monthly, Quarterly, and Yearly Meetings? I 
ſuppoſe you will plead Order and Convenience, 
which I grant; but then why muſt our lawful 
Magiſtrates, in Church and State, be deprived 

of the Liberty you take? | 

I wonder at you, that you ſhould think to be 
believed for your bare Word without Proof; if 
your Credit be ſo great, to impoſe on your own 
-MHearers, you cannot do it on others: So I {till 
sk you by what Law of God the Things you 
'omplain of are forbidden, and we ſhall fee it; 
Hut why do I defire Impoſſibilities, for if it could 
1ave been done, I had ſeen it or now. 

As to our Miniſters being paid by thefe that 
ured them not, they Labour to ſhew you your 
irror, and by ſound Doctrine endeavour to keep 
heir Flocks from falling into it, for which you 
hould pay them, becauſe fo much of their La- 
our is beſtowed upon you; yet our Laws are fo 
pod, they make you pay their Dues whether 
ou will or no, and that 1s what you diſlike 
nem for; but you know the Laws are for the 
awleſs and Diſobedient, and that makes all ſuch 
ilike, and cry out againſt them. 

I am glad I uſed an Argument for Tythes, 
nat might ſuit a Few, then I think it ſhould 
ave fome Weight with you, for I think your 
dſtinacy is alike, which made me make the Pa- 
dell, and ſhall nos trouble my ſelf with what 
du write about Tythes, becauſe I ſee nothing 

To ( worth 


ruled by either the Law of God or Man, it is in 


1 


worth the anſwering ; for ſince you will not be. 


Vain to write or talk to ſuch ; but that ſome of of 
90 hang do take Tythes, I think I can find EC 
roof. | | 
I have not denyed Matter of Fact, and owned + 
it with the ſame Breath; for I ſtill ſay, neither iT 
King nor Parliament made the Church, for ſhe is... 
a Part of the Catholick, or univerſal Church, and 40 
was ſo, and was eſtabjithed in this Ifland by Au- 1; 
thority of Man, before either Popery or Quake; p 
riſm came here, as you cannot but know, if you 
will believe the Authority of good Hiſtorians. 
The Pains I took about Water-Baptiſm, hath 
anſwered my End, for I fee you cannot confute 
it, and I plead for the Principles of my Church 
and not for the Practice of any that act againſſi Ag 
it; and no wonder what our Rubrick ſaith is 


nothing to you, ſince the Scripture is the ſam: 11 
if it contradict you: I ſhall not trouble my ſel 0 
with what you write about it, for I take Saying N. 
nothing, and nothing to the Purpoſe, to be alike © 
for Infant Baptiſm, when you declare your ſel *> 
a Baptiſt, and my Wife ſtill your Follower, the! 
will be Time to vindicate it, which I hope ** 
{hall do againſt all the Arguments you can brin! 5 
againſt it, but I have no Reaſon to meddle wit -* 
what is none of yours; but you ſhould be aſhanf] © 
ed to borrow from others to oppoſe me wit G 
and yet as violently oppoſe them as you do ou C 
Church. K 3. 
I am not aſhamed to ſay you abuſe our Mini ©© 
ſters, and ſeek all Occaſion ſo to do; or yo 3 


woul 


i. i, 

would not have dragged Dr. Sacheverell into your 
Paper by the Head and Shoulders, for the Sake 
of abuſing him; for that is enough to turn a 
good Stomach, and all is alike with you, good 
and bad, without Diſtinction, which ſhews your 
want of Charity fully : You repreſent them all 
ſacrilegious Robbers, Belly Gods, and diſhoneſt 
Hirelings ; which is either abuſe, and likewiſe 
untrue, or I want to know what 1s ſo. 

But now the Cloven Foot appears, and if you 
did not love Controverſie, why did you not end 
it at the firſt, by repreſenting the Danger of it, 
eſpecially where it related to Man and Wife; 
but you gave your Labour, while there was 
Hopes to run me down, and fix my Wife in Er— 


Irour; but when you had not your Ends on me, 


you have taken this way, which is worſe than 


all the Reſt before; for if you can get my Wife 


to have that Opinion of me that you inſi nuate, 
it is the direct Way to make a Houſe of Confu- 
ſion; it is the evil Maxim of Satan, Divide and 
Rule; fo if you can get my Wife divided and ſet 
againſt me, fo that ſhe will disbelieve all I fay, 
you may then rule her at Pleaſure: Alas! what 
ravening Wolves in Sheeps cloathing is ſhe ex- 
poſed to! that dare endeavour for Strife and 
Contention between us, even to my Face: What 
will you not do in Secret, when ſhe is left a- 
mongſt you, without the guard and direction 
God hath appointed her : Though, I hope, by 
hearing your Letters (which you know ſhe muſt 
do, and that made you write thus) the will ſee 
your Deſign, and abhor both you and it; _ 

ne 


6359 
the ſcandalous and open Paper was read to her,ſ ſay 
and ſhe approved of it before ſhe brought it, forſ teac 
I was reſolved the ſhould ſee all that paſt between on, 
us: Therefore it was not, what you call, unjuſtÞ bet 
and unlawful to bring it; but yet theſe wire- For 
drawn Texts, which proved the Duty of Inferi-E not 
ours to Superiours, hath drawn you into ſuch Ho 
a Labyrinth, that you cannot confute or diſen-¶ rat 
tangle your ſelf or my Wife from. | lic. 

I have ſo much Charity for Women, that II Ra 
verily believe the moſt of them, ſo well meaning, I ſte: 
that if they could ſee the Deluſion they are in, | 
that follows you, they would ſoon leave you ; 
but the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. iii. 6. ( For of this Sort ¶ Ch 


are they which creep into Houſe, and lead —_— G1 
fully Women, laden with Sins, led away with divers fib 
Luſts.) Obſerves, That weak Women are ſoon Ge 
led Captive, therefore you find them for your fl 
Purpoſe; but Seducers will grow worſe and ce: 
worſe, deceiving and being deceived ; and I pray yo 
that all Women, as well as Men may be deliver- Vc 
ed from all falſe Doctrine, Hereſy, and Schiſm, WO! 
and all Evils beſides, co 
As to my Charity, if put in Ballance with Nye 
yours, I hope it will have the Better; but for Mm 
zikening me to old Ham, it moves me not, for MT! 


ſuch Language is like you; but, why a Mantle 
thrown over her! Is it that you may the better 
lead her blind-fold 2 The Leaving of the Church 
and coming to you is magnified as a good Act: 
Then what need to hide it? (For your Light, 
if you have any, muſt ſhine before Men) and 
that Thing is what I blame her for, and . 
ay, 


( 53 ) 
ſay, ſhe diſobeyed me in: I find you would 
teach her to diſobey me in all; yet, I Queſti- 
on, if your Wife had left your Errour, for a. 
better way, you would have done as much as I: 
For aſſoon as I was convinced that it made me 
not acceſſary to her Sin, I furniſh'd her with a 
Horſe, and behaved myſelf ſo to her in her Sepa- 
ration, that none but theſe that had more Ma- 
lice than Matter would reflect on me at ſuch a 
Rate; but ſomething muſt be ſaid, ſo this in- 
ſtead of better. 

I am a Chriſtian, and hope, thro' the Divine 
Aſſiſtance, I ſhall not be aſhamed of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and I look to that inward and ſpiritual 
Grace, and doth not exclude the outward and vi- 
ſible Sign that Chriſt hath appointed; for what 
God joins together, let not Man put aſunder. 

As for your Reflections of Dogmatical, con- 
ceited, and opinionated, it is what all get from 

ou, who oppoſe your Sea, therefore not ſtrange: 
Your Word hath paſſed among your Party for an 
„Oracle fo many Years, that you take it ill to be 
contradicted by one, who you think knows not 
your Error; but I do affure you, I had too 
much Reaſon to conſider them, and the more 
Tryal, the worſe I like your Principles; blame 
me not for dealing plainly, for if I ſhould not 
call Things by their right Names, it would be 
Evil-ſpeaking in me, for to call ſuch Errors good 
is an Abomination. 

I marryed no Quaker, ſo had no Obligation 
on that Account by pre-engagement ; yet we 
may liye as becomes Man and Wife, (and do 17 
(1 
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(if ſuch Advice as you are giving to my Face, 
and wilt no doubt apply to her at your firſt op- 
portunity,) do not hinder. | 

I am as willing to end as you ; but as for bid- 
ding me mind my Buſineſs I do it, which makes 
me but have little Time for this, and endeavour 
for my Family by honeſt Induſtry and Pains- 
taking, and not by running about the Nation 
to delude Others: Yet I have Reaſon to believe 
from the way of Living, out of ſmall viſible 
Means, by ſome that follow it, that if I could 
diſſemble with God and Man, and prophane 
Things ſacred, it might be more profit than fol- 
lowing the Plough. 

I am no Head of a Party: I have not, nor ex- 
pet any Advantage: I am no Scholar, that may 
make me fond of Controverſy; but the deſire I 
have to ſatisfie my Wife, and the love of Truth 
has enduc'd me to it; which tho' defended by a 
weak Inſtrument, as you may fee, except the 
Goſpel be hid to you, 11 Cor. vi. 3, 4. But if 
our Goſpel be bid, it is hid to them that are loſt - 
In whom the God of this World hath blinded the 
Minds of them which believe not, leſt the Light of 
the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of 
God, ſhould ſhine unto them. Whereas Error re- 
quireth great Parts, Knowledge, and Learning, 
and all too little to defend it. So bidding you 
Farewel, I defire I may not be thought your Kew 
emy for ſpeaking the Truth, but your Friend 
to command, E 


WM. WALKER. 


B. S. 


* 


P. S. 


Believe you right, when you ſay the Idol 

Quakeriſm was ſet up by the Prieſts, I ſup- 
pole you mean by the Prieſts and Jeſuits of the 
Church of Rome: Then you and [ agree in that, 
for I have met with many Inſtances of that, but 
they left you to Worſhip the Idol; I care not 
what they load it with, if they can but at their 
Pleaſure pull it down, and take it away, and 


that they would pleaſe to do ſo ſoon, for the 


ſooner the better. I am not ſkill'd in Cant, nor 
at preſent deſire it; if my Mind change, and I 
want to learn, I hope you will take for a Scho- 
lar 


WM. WALKER. 


- 
—_—_— —— — 


—— — 


— — 


—— —— — 


＋——Z— — — cart e 


RECEIVED yours of the 11th 
inſtant this Day, and would have 
been glad you would, by your bet- 
ter reading, have ſhewn me who 
they were that denied Water-Bap- 
tiſm before you; if it were but ſome of the 
old Hereſies, it might keep you in Countenance 
to bring Inſtances of ſome that held the Error 
before you, but you do not pleaſe to tell me, ſo 
I muſt remain ftill ignorant as to that. 
What you write about 4 Aing in our Iſrael, 
J do not know what you mean, I know of none 
but the Prince of Darkneſs that ſowed his Tares 
when the King and the Miniſters were turned 
out of the Vineyard, and\ he and Oliver Crom- 
wel in Poſſeſſion; and I grant then was ſuch a 
Generation of Prieſts, with the Rebel at their 
Head, who influenced him with, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, when he ſent them not, but by Permiſſion 
for the Sins of the Nation, to rob, kill and de- 
ſtroy; but that Prieſthood, and your deſigned 
Reflections, reaches not theſe that were the Mi- 
niſters of the Church of England, who were all 
turned out of their Livings by theſe you * 
: of, 
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fof, and I dare you to ſhew by any Proof, that 
will bear the Names and Places of abode, but 
of ten of- theſe Miniſters that were in Places in 
King Charles's Time that ſided with the Rebel, 
which is what I ſuppoſe you mean, if you would 
write to be plainly underſtood. I mentioned the 
great Rebellion, becauſe in that Time of Confu- 
ſion, among the other Miſeries of this Nation, 
it was ſo unfortunate as to ſpring up ſuch Er- 
rors as yours: And if you pleaſe to ſend a Ser- 
mon, or two, of the falſe Doctrines that were 
preached or writ to miſlead the King, with the 
Place and Time when preached, and by whom, 
that it may be known if it was a Miniſter of the 
Church that was eſtabliſhed at the Reformation 
here, or of the Party that followed the Rebels; 
ind I in return will procure and ſend to you 
ſome of the pretty Compliments ſent to Cromwel 
by your Party. | 
I am as fully reſolved to end as you, and have 
no more Quarrel againſt you than when I began, - 
hich 1s but our Difference of Opinion, but I 
muſt tell you, that by what I have ſeen I am 
diſappointed: You were repreſented to me as far 
exceeding your Brother Walton, whom I menti- 
oned accidentally (tho' what I ſaid I proved be- 
*ore divers Witneſſes) but I ſee it in nothing 
ut leſs Reaſon, and more Bitterneſs againſt our 
Miniſters, which, 1f they be Qualifications, I 
lo believe he wanted; and if he had been alive 
o have ſeen yours, would, in my Opinion, have 
thought ſhame of them; and the worſt I with 
ou, that you may have the peaceable and meek 
H Spirit 
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= yourErrors, for that, without Repentance, will 
Tpoil all; ſo I conclude with what I began, your 
| 


Friend © 
ti Wm. WALKER.| 
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<3 Theſe Two laſt were deliver d to John Hall 
by a Quaker, and were returned incloſed in 
this other Paper, with the Seals broken open, 


and the Foldings altered. 
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